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Case Study: Using Bloom for
Road Construction Landscaping

The Problem

When designing and building landscaping for construction projects, companies are expected to
provide rapid growth of vegetative ground cover, long term success of landscape plantings and soil
preservation. However, when it comes to topsoil, you get what you pay for. Cheap products rarely
generate the growth desired, and expensive products are, well, expensive. How can a firm meet
soil specifications and produce vigorous growth without breaking a project’s budget?

photos were taken in March 2018 at the MD Route 5 site

The Project

The Lane Construction Corporation is a leading
U.S. construction company specializing in
the transportation, infrastructure and energy
industries. Lane has a storied history dating
back to 1890 and built many of the highways
and roads that connect the United States today.
Lane began work on a new interchange near
Brandywine, Maryland in the fall of 2017.
The project will relieve traffic congestion by
separating the intersection of MD 5 (Branch
Avenue), MD 373 (Accokeek Road) and MD 381
(Brandywine Road) and includes drainage and
landscaping improvements.
As with most such projects, Lane had both a
challenge and an opportunity. The necessary
grading work would produce a large amount
of salvage soil with the associated hauling and
disposal or recycling costs. Moreover, the size of
the project meant that a significant quantity of
topsoil would need to be regraded and support
the final, restored landscape--in this case,
mostly turf.
Lane could save on both if the infertile salvage
could be turned into healthy topsoil – but how?

The Product

Bloom® is a soil amendment rich in organic
matter made from Class A Exceptional Quality
biosolids produced at DC Water’s Blue Plains
Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plant. Bloom
is an excellent source of organic matter and
both macro- and micronutrients that is also
weed- and debris-free. Bloom is widely used
for lawn establishment and in agriculture and
nursery production as an alternative to fertilizer
and compost. In many ways, it provides the
benefits of both in a single product.
Moreover, Bloom is more consistent and
reliable than other soil amendments like
compost. Compost is made by blending
feedstocks, and the nutrient content and
availability of nutrients vary depending on
the inputs and their maturity. Bloom is
produced by the same process day after
day and doesn’t require any blending or
maturation period for most applications.
Bloom is permitted for any use in Maryland,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and the District of
Columbia, including construction. See our
website at bloomsoil.com for more details.
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Case Study: Using Bloom for Road Construction Landscaping
The Approach

The Result

The soil needs of every project are unique.
Because Lane used salvaged topsoil, which
can vary from site to site, it worked with a soil
analysis lab to determine an appropriate formula
to meet Maryland State Highway Administration
specifications. In Lane’s case, the best recipe
was 60% salvaged soil mixed with 10% Bloom
and 30% sand, by volume. Other salvage soils
have been blended with only Bloom to meet
project specifications without the addition of
sand.

The Prospect

To complete the landscaping requirements, Lane
chose Bloom to create a fertile topsoil because
of its low cost and sustainability. For Lane’s
project, it was economical to haul in Bloom and
mix topsoil onsite in lieu of importing furnished
topsoil; moreover, much less salvage soil had to
be hauled away.

Lane mixed Bloom onsite, 200 cubic yards
at a time. The salvaged soil, sand and Bloom
were moved to a specific spot on the site and
amended until well mixed. The mix was then
spread like furnished topsoil.

“Bloom speaks for itself”
– Matt Reese,
The Lane Construction Corporation

If you are interested in learning more
about using our product, please visit
bloomsoil.com or contact bloom@bluedrop.co
(202) 765-3292 ext 102

After spreading the mixed, Bloom-based
topsoil during a dry period in November 2017,
Lane hydroseeded a SHA turfgrass seed mix
that included 95% Tall Fescue and 5% Kentucky
Bluegrass. The grass showed immediate
and dramatic growth after the first rainfall.
According to the Contractor, the speed of the
growth was astonishing, and the grass came
in evenly with no bare spots. The results were
so apparent that neighbors came to the site
to ask how the grass grew in so full and so
quickly.
Lane found an innovative solution, and where
they took the lead, others can succeed too.
Bloom has the consistency, timing of nutrient
release and range of nutrients to give plants
a strong start and sustained growth. Thanks
to the near-comprehensive suite of organic
matter and macro- and micronutrients present
in Bloom, a fertile topsoil can be produced
from salvage with Bloom alone – no other
additives or conditioners needed. The resulting
blended topsoil can be amended to satisfy MD
SHA specifications for salvaged materials, or
other specifications.
To save money on salvage hauling and topsoil
purchases, and to see growth results that are
the envy of the neighborhood, blend your
topsoil onsite with Bloom.
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Bloom® is a DC Water product.
Blue Drop markets Bloom ® in
cooperation with DC Water.

